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perceptual events as its outcome and the will may divest itself of its 
practical biological interest and pursue science as a game furnishing its 
own logical and aesthetic satisfaction apart from its survival value. 
Indeed, were it not for our ideal demands for meaning and beauty we 
would not seek for meaning, for unity, or for order, within the chaotic 
world of immediate experience. As we strive to realize our wills with 
their formal and practical interests the world beyond us becomes differ- 
entiated and labeled according to our success and failure. But the real 
objects are not constituted by our differentiation, except when we make 
realities outright, as in the case of aesthetic creation. The real objects 
must be acknowledged or met, whether they are to be understood or 
controlled. The character which we have given to reality has depended 
upon the needs of the soul to make itself at home in the world, to satisfy 
its wants, and the environment again has reacted upon the adjustment 
and shown how far it has been adequate. Thus we have constructed an 
inorganic, an organic, and a psychic environment each of which has 
proven its reality by the necessity of adjusting ourselves to it in order 
for the highest well-being. But in this process of adjustment even the 
psychic environment of social unity has proven inadequate without the 
faith in an ultimate spiritual environment which shall be the objectivity 
and fulfilment of our ideals. As the religious ideal seems essential to the 
highest unity and development of life, it can be no shadow projected by 
the imagination of man; it becomes objective and reveals the ultimate 
constitution of the cosmos. The line of thought thus barely suggested 
is by no means the sole concern of this book; many of the vexed problems 
of epistemology are given a detailed and thorough treatment. Although 
the reader is sometimes led along paths where it is difficult to keep one's 
footing, still the vigor and earnestness of the author's thought together 
with his fair and tolerant spirit will tempt him to continue until he 

emerges in the light of the concluding chapters. 

H. W. Wright 
Lake Fokest College 

BRIEF MENTION 

OLD TESTAMENT AND ALLIED SUBJECTS 

Tisserant, Eugene. Codex Zuqninensis rescriptus Veteris Testamenti. Texte 
grec des manuscrits Vatican syriaque 162 et Mus. Brit, additionel 14.665 
edit6 avec Introduction et Notes. [Studi e Testi 23.] Roma: Tipografia 
Poliglotta Vaticana, 1911. lxxxv+280 pages and 6 plates. L. 20. 
This is a splendid edition of some hitherto unpublished fragments of a Greek 

codex of the Old Testament. The original Greek has been washed off and the parch- 
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ment written upon again in Syriac. Consequently the task of recovering the Greek 
text has been an extremely difficult one. The difficulty of publication was increased 
by the fact that five pages of the codex were separated from the rest, being lodged in 
the British Museum. The Greek is in uncial characters and is assigned to the period 
from the fifth to the seventh century aj>. The editor has wisely seen fit not to try 
to reproduce the uncial characters of the manuscript in type. The only satisfactory 
reproduction is a photographic facsimile. Six of the folios are presented in this 
form, giving a good opportunity to judge of the character of the original manuscript. 
The passages presented in these fragments are Judg. 16:29 — -19:12; 19:18-29; 
20:4-18; 20:30—21:5; I Kings 2:19-25; 2:35-39; 2:46—3:2; 3:27—4:9; 
4:28—6:16; 7:27—8:33; 21:26-39; 8:58—9:1; Ps. 8:1—9:19; 9:36—12:3; 
13:1 — 16:1; 17:3-29; 17:39-48; 19:9 — 21:25; 21:32 — 23:2; 24:9-19; 25:8 — 
26:4; 28:3—29:4; 30:2-11; 32:21—33:22; 35:7—37:11; Ezek. 19:25; 3:1—18; 
4:16 — 5:11; 6:11 — 9:4; 22:7 — 23:38; 24:5-14; 25:2-9; 26:7-11; 28:10-16 
35:5—38:4; 39:io-i3, 15-24; 40:19-23; 41:25—42:12; 43:11—44:4; 44:16— 
45:13; 45:20—46:2; 46:16-22; 47:5-14; 47:17—48:3; Ban. 3:2-15. 

An excellent introduction discusses with a satisfying fulness and competency 
the questions that call for consideration. A full description and a history of the 
codex as a whole are first given. This is followed by a critical examination of each 
group of passages, the character of the manuscript and the origin of the text being 
taken up in each case. This discussion shows, through careful comparison of codices, 
that codex Zuqninensis belongs to the Lucian recension, in some portions being the 
oldest known witness to that recension, and will furnish invaluable aid in the recovery 
of that edition of the Greek Bible. The name Zuqninensis is based upon the fact 
that the later Syriac text seems to have been written at the monastery of Zuqnin, 
located near Diarbekr on the upper reaches of the Tigris. 

Marti, K. Kurzgefasste Grammatik der Ublisch-aramUischen Sprache. 

Literatur, Paradigmen, Texte und Glossar. Zweite verbesserte Auflage. 

[Porta linguarum orientalium. Pars XVIII J Berlin: Reuther und 

Reichard, 1911. xiv+216 pages. M. 4. 50. 

Marti 's Aramaic Grammar has been the most practicable and satisfactory 
textbook on the subject since its appearance. It is well worth issuing in a second 
edition. The changes are many; the author says "Scarcely a page in the new edi- 
tion is without change. " But the changes are of a minor character. References to 
the first edition will hold good for the second also, since the section numbers are 
unchanged. The size of the volume is practically the same. There are, indeed, six- 
teen pages less of grammar; but the section given up to bibliography, Aramaic text, 
paradigms, inflections, and glossary is increased by ten pages. The Aramaic text is 
supplemented by the addition of the letter written by the Jewish colony at Elephantine 
to Bagoas, governor of Judah, together with the memorandum of the answer. Ref- 
erence is made to these texts for illustration all through the grammar. The gram- 
matical treatment is controlled by the principles generally recognized by the best 
Semitic grammarians. 

Zubheixen, Otto. Die Religion, der Propheten. Tubingen: Mohr, ion. 

104 pages. M. 1. 

A group of seven short sermons on the Prophets by a preacher who understands 
the prophets and their times and knows how to make them speak effectually to the 
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present age. The themes of the sermons are well conceived; the interpretation of 
the prophets is good and the adaptation to modern conditions is excellent. 

Schmidt, Hans. Die Geschichtschreibung im Alten Testament. [Religions- 
geschichtliche Volksbucher.] Tubingen: Mohr, 191 1. 56 pages. Pf. 50. 
This study of the historians among the Hebrews follows closely along the lines 
laid out by Hugo Winckler. The treatment is distinctly popular, yet controlled by 
scholarly ideals and methods. The subject is taken up historically, each phase of 
the history writing of Israel being treated in chronological order. Emphasis is laid 
upon the psychological standpoint of the various writers rather than upon the details 
of their methodology. 

Kautzsch, Emil. Biblische Theologie des Alten Testaments. Aus den Nach- 
lass des Verfassers herausgegeben von Karl Kautzsch. Tubingen: 
Mohr, ion. xv+412 pages. M. 8. 

This is the German edition of the late Professor Kautzsch 's well-known article 
on the "Religion of Israel" in Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible. His son has com- 
pleted the preparation of the work in its German form which was interrupted by the 
death of the author. The German edition differs in no essential particular from the 
original English. The literature of the subject has been brought up to date, though 
one can but note the usual German neglect of English and American works. The 
titles cited from the latter are relatively few and not even always the best. German 
readers will appreciate this volume greatly. English scholars will prefer the Dictionary 
article to the great merits of which it is no longer necessary to call attention. 

Ungnad, A. Aramaische Papyrus aus Elephantine. Kleine Ausgabe unter 
Zugrundelegung von Edward Sachatj's Erstausgabe bearbeitet. [Hilfs- 
biicher zur Kunde des Alten Orients. Band 4.] Leipzig: Hinrichs, 
1911. viii+ 119 pages. M. 3.60. 

Professor Ungnad has rendered good service in putting within the reach of any 
student the texts of all of the famous Elephantine papyrus. The great standard 
work on the subject will, of course, continue to be Sachau's splendid volume, with 
its excellent introduction, translations, glossary, and photographic facsimiles. But 
the cost of that volume puts it out of the reach of most private libraries. The present 
edition presents a very brief introduction, the unpointed Aramaic texts, concise textual 
and lexicographical notes, and a glossary. No translation is included. The texts 
are based upon a new collation made chiefly after the facsimiles in Sachau's edition, 
though in part after the original papyrus. Great care is taken by means of various 
orthographic devices to indicate the exact condition of the original; imperfect letters, 
illegible passages, doubtful readings, blank spaces, and the like, are all clearly indicated. 
A few papyrus and ostraka texts found at Elephantine, but not included in the Berlin 
collection published by Sachau, are added here in an appendix, making the publica- 
tion of Elephantine documents complete. The whole constitutes a valuable textbook 
for the student, affording him opportunity to familiarize himself with the language 
and contents of the most important collection of inscriptions for Bible students that 
has been discovered in recent years. 



BRIEF MENTION 319 

Kent, C. F. The Makers and Teachers of Judaism from the Fall of Jerusalem 
to the Death of Herod the Great. [The Historical Bible.] New York: 
Scribner, ion. xiii+323 pages. $1.00. 

The method of this series involves a new translation of the biblical text, its 
arrangement in the order in which Professor Kent supposes it to have come into 
existence, its subdivision into sections of convenient length for study, and the addition 
of a few brief paragraphs dealing with the author, date, purpose, and background of 
each section of text. This, together with maps, chronological charts, specific refer- 
ences to literature on each section, and the suggestion of special topics for further 
study, makes the series one well adapted for use in adult Bible classes and in secondary 
schools. The period to which this volume of the series is given is a very difficult one, 
because of the lack of definite information regarding the actual course of events during 
much of the time. Not only so, but very much of the literature undoubtedly belong- 
ing to this period cannot be definitely dated. Consequently, Professor Kent's arrange- 
ment of materials will not meet with anyone's approval at every point. But the work 
as a whole is well conceived and organized and should prove a helpful tool in the hands 
of teachers and a good guide in private study. 

Meinhoid, J. / Mose 14. Eine historisch-kritische Untersuchung. [Bei- 
hefte zur Zeitschrift fur die Alttestamentliche Wissenschaft, XXII.] 
Giessen: Topfelmann, 1011. 50 pages. M. 1.50. 

A fresh examination of Gen., chap. 14, is welcome. Much material has come to 
light since Noldeke long ago subjected the narrative to a keen criticism and decided 
against its reliability as a record of the facts of Abram's time. Meinhold re-examines 
the story in the light of our present knowledge regarding the conditions of Palestine 
and western Asia in the days of Abram and Hammurabi. He finds no justification 
for setting aside Noldeke's judgment at the present time. The newly discovered 
facts do not do away with the inherent inconsistencies and the improbabilities of the 
narrative itself, nor are the statements of Gen., chap. 14, explicable only on the 
hypothesis that the author had the first-hand knowledge of these facts that would 
belong to a contemporary of the events. The purpose of the writer seems to have been 
to glorify Abram, the founder of the nation, by contrasting him favorably with the 
mighty kings of the East over whom he is represented as having been victorious. The 
historical knowledge displayed by the author is of the same order as that presented 
in such writings as the books of Daniel, Esther, and Judith. Gen., chap. 14, is there- 
fore one of the latest additions to the Hexateuch and not in any way based upon an 
old Canaanitish or Babylonian source. Meinhold's work is carefully done and his 
judgment on the whole will be accepted as sound. 

Gressmann, H., et al. Die Schriften des Alien Testaments in Auswahl neu 
ubersetzt und filr die Gegenwart erklart. 15.-17. Lieferung: Lyrik von W 
Stark. Weisheit von Paul Volz. Gbttingen: Vandenhoeck und Ruprecht, 
iqii. xliv+216 pages. M. 3. 

This instalment of Gressmann's translation and commentary brings to a con- 
clusion two volumes of the series, viz., Stark's presentation of the lyrical poetry of 
the Old Testament and Volz's treatment of the Wisdom literature. Stark here 
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furnishes a concise and useful introduction to the Psalter and the forms of poetry in 
general. He dates the psalms all the way from the days of David to the Maccabean 
period. To David, however, he allows but two psalms and but a few to the pre-exilic 
period as a whole. Of special value for the laity is the collection of parallels from 
Oriental poetry outside of Israel which is here brought together for purposes of 
comparison. 

Volz's contribution deals chiefly with Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Ecclesiasticus. 
He has not satisfied himself with a new translation and interpretative notes, but in 
the work on Proverbs and Ecclesiasticus he has also given us a new arrangement of 
the contents of these books. His analysis and reconstruction organize the materials 
under four heads, viz.: "Wisdom and the Sage," "Character and its Formation," 
"Domestic Life," and "Business and Public Life." Under each of these, materials 
selected from Proverbs and Ecclesiasticus, and in some cases Job also, are brought 
together and given logical arrangement. This makes it possible to discover with 
ease what the sages said about any given subject. In Ecclesiastes, Volz follows the 
modern analysis which finds in the book the work of at least three hands. 



NEW TESTAMENT AND PATE1STICS 

Ftebig, P. Rabbinische Wundergeschichten des neutestamentlichen Zeitalters 

in vokalisiertem Text, mit sprachlichen und sachlichen Bemerkungen. Bonn : 

Marcus und Weber, ion. 26 pages. M. 1. 
Antike Wundergeschichten zum Studium der Wunder des Neuen Testamentes 

zusammengesteUt. Bonn: Marcus und Weber, 1911. 27 pages. M. 0.80. 
Jiidische Wundergeschichten des neutestamentlichen Zeitalters unter besonderer 

Berucksichtigung ihres VerhiiUnisses zum Neuen Testament bearbeitet: 

EinBeitragzumStreitumdie"Christusmythe." Tubingen: Mohr, ion. 

viii+108 pages. M. 2. 

The first of these pamphlets gives eighteen excerpts from rabbinical literature 
dealing with miracle stories. The second presents a similar selection from Greek 
and Latin writers, including Philo and Josephus. The third contains a German 
translation of Jewish miracle legends, and an estimate of their significance for the 
study of New Testament miracles. Fiebig concludes that such items belonged to 
the thought- world of Jesus' day, and so their presence in the gospels is not to be used 
as has been done by Drews and others, to cast doubt upon the whole gospel story of 
Jesus' career. 

Goethals, A. "Melanges d'histoire du Christianisme." I. Josephe timoin 
de Jisus; II. Jean prScurseur de Jesus. Bruxelles: Sod6t€ beige d'6di- 
tion; and Paris: Fischbacher, 1909 and 1911. 29 and 61 pages. Fr. 2. 

The Slavonic version of Josephus' Jewish War, it is claimed, contains reliable 
data, from a Jewish source, concerning Jesus. Schtirer's rather summary disposal 
of Berendt's opinions on this subject are thought to need revision. Not only is 
fresh information derived from this Slavonic version, but the reference to Jesus in 
the traditional text of Josephus (Ant. XVIII. iii. 3) is held to be partially genuine, 
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and the original reading is conjecturally restored. Similarly Josephus' statements 
about John the Baptist have historical worth, supplementing Christian tradition. 
These contentions, particularly regarding Josephus' testimony to Jesus, seem doubtful. 

Hoeimann, R. A. Die Erldsergedanken des geschichtlichen Christus. Konigs- 
berg: Thomas und Oppermann, 191 1. 72 pages. M. 1.60. 
This monograph exemplifies a type of interpretation now quite common among 
moderately liberal New Testament scholars. It represents that Jesus, in his concep- 
tion of his redeeming work, did not center chief thought upon his death, as Paul seems 
to do, but attached saving significance to his life and teaching as well as to his death. 
The ethical idea is made primary, and various passages of synoptic tradition are cited 
to support this view. Literary and historical problems are not discussed at any 
length. 

Weber, E. Das Problem der Heilsgeschichte nach Rom. 9 — 11: Ein Beitrag 
zur historisch-theologischen Wiirdigung der paulinischen Theodizee. Leipzig : 
Deichert, 191 1. 108 pages. M. 2.40. 

The point reiterated here will bear repeating from time to time. Too often our 
New Testament writers have been interpreted as though they had written with 
especial reference to modern theological interests; and particularly has Pauline 
thought been subjected to this treatment. The historical method of treating a 
biblico-theological theme is here illustrated in the exposition of Paul's doctrine of 
God's relation to history and to human welfare. We doubt, however, whether the 
author has allowed a quite large enough place for social and ethical features, arising 
out of the Apostle 's personal contact with real life, as factors in the genesis and deter- 
mination of Paul's thought of God. 

Hill, William Bancroft. Introduction to the life of Christ. New York: 

Scribner, 1911. x+226 pages. $1.25. 

In this small Introduction to the Life of Christ, Dr. Hill places before college stu- 
dents in handy form many useful facts regarding the sources, the canon, text, and 
dates of the gospels, and the synoptic and Johannine problems. He takes a con- 
servative and, for the most part, a fair attitude toward critical positions. However, 
the author lays himself open to criticism at such points as the following: (t) failure 
to distinguish between the differing documents in the gospels; (2) in claiming, there- 
fore, to find "the same Jesus" in the Synoptics, in Paul's letters, and in the Fourth 
Gospel; (3) over-anxiety to assume special inspiration and the supernatural; (4) the 
use of such hard names as "hostile .... and captious critics, "and "sceptics "of 
men who have used the author's methods, but have gone farther in their judgments; 
(5) a tendency to make the gospel rise or fall with miracle. College students are 
fast leaving this viewpoint behind and are asking for a more scientific approach to 
religion. 

Workman, George Coulson. At Onement, or Reconciliation with God. New 

York: Revell, 1911. 237 pages. $1.25 net. 

The author, an Old Testament scholar, claims to have produced something new 
in plan and method. He undertakes a critical study of "all the biblical passages 
bearing on the question." He had formerly observed that the prepositions used in 
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the Bible of the work of Christ "did not suggest the idea of substitution." Theolo- 
gians have given a pagan meaning to New Testament terms. "The writers of the 
New Testament were sane men, " and much of their language was symbolic and figura- 
tive. The author has tried to rescue their teaching from misrepresentation, and is 
confident that "people of all classes will be relieved to know that the work of Christ 
was necessary, not to appease the divine anger, nor to vindicate the divine honor, 
nor to satisfy the divine justice, but to bring men, through union with him, into a 
right relation with their Maker. " 

As an example of his interpretation, we may take his remark regarding the three 
New Testament passages in which the word "propitiation" occurs: "Neither writer 
states that Christ made propitiation, but that he is a propitiation, which means, as 
will be shown, that he is a symbol of propitiation, or a practical expression of divine 
righteousness and love" (pp. 41, 42). 

He professes to believe that all theorizing about the doctrine should be discouraged 
if not condemned. "The moral theory," however, "approaches closely to the view 
of the apostles. " 

Stone, Darwell, and Simpson, David Capell. Communion with God: 
the Preparation before Christ and the Realization in Him. Edinburgh: 
Clark, 1911. 211 pages. 

This book is intended "for the use of those who are not experts." Parts I and 
II are entitled, respectively: "The Preparation for Christianity in Ideas Outside 
Revealed Hebrew Religion," and "The Preparation for Christianity through Ideas 
in the Sphere of Revealed Hebrew Religion." Part III, "New Testament Illustra- 
tions of Christian Communion with God," is a section of the article on "Communion 
with Deity" in the third volume of the Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics. 

The book is well planned and well printed. The authors have consulted a large 
literature. They are sufficiently "up to date" to include in the treatment the "Odes 
of Solomon." An appendix gives a long "List of Books for Further Study," though 
without classification or characterization. There are also indexes of subjects and 



The theme is rich and inspiring. Yet the actual content of the book is disap- 
pointing. The language is often ecclesiastical and sacerdotal: "the Blessed Virgin" 
(p. 93); "the Holy Trinity" (p. 141). Regarding Paul's account of the institution 
of the Eucharist (I Cor. n : 20 — 26) we read: "That which is given in this rite is the 

body and blood of the Lord Jesus Himself Thus the passage contains explicit 

teaching that in the sacrament we feed on the body and blood of our Lord, that here 
we partake of and assimilate Him. In a most literal and real sense we may speak in 
this connexion of union with Christ" (p. 150). "The partaking, with the knowledge 
and faith and right intention which the Holy Spirit makes possible, of the life of Christ 
communicated in the Sacraments," etc. (p. 191). 

DtjBose, William Porches. The Reason of Life. New York: Longmans, 

Green & Co., 191 1. 274 pages. $1.50. 

This book is a strange mixture of biblical exegesis and metaphysics. The exegesis 
is uncritical and unhistorical. The metaphysical reasoning is hard to follow. The 
favorite Scriptures, are the Fourth Gospel and the writings ascribed to Paul. But 
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"what St. John has to say upon the point" discussed is a mystical and metaphysical 
presentation of the author's thought. 

The introductory chapter gives promise of a valuable discussion; certainly the 
undertaking is a worthy one. "We are moving now upon a very flood tide of oppor- 
tunity. The thought of the world is upon, and the demand of the time is for, unity. 
We have entered upon an era of reconciliation and co-operation. " The author would 
resolve the conflicts and dissonances of religion. There is that between religion and 
science, between nature and grace, between immanence and transcendence, between 
idealism and pragmatism, between the human divinity and the real deity of Christ. 
The method of reconciliation leaves something to be desired. It is virtually that 
there is no difference; in each instance both are true. We come to recognize "the 
essential naturalness and orderliness of grace" and "the coessentJal supernaturalness 
of nature. " The counter-truths of immanence and transcendence are complementary. 
And so on. 

In justice to the author his statement should be quoted that this volume has no 
practical solutions to offer, but would only prepare and propose the spirit and temper 
necessary for right solutions (p. n). 

Six, K. Das Apostddekret (Acts 15, 28, 29). Seine Entstehung und Geltung 

in den ersten vier Jahrhunderten. Innsbruck: Rauck, 1012. xx+ 166 

pages. 

This is a very thorough and scholarly discussion, leaving no reasonable question 
that the apostolic decrees are in reality food-laws, and were so understood and observed, 
even when (in rare instances) an attempt was made to give to the prohibition of " blood" 
a moral sense. The author makes a distinction between Levilical food-laws based on 
the Mosaic distinctions of clean v. unclean animals, and what might be called humani- 
tarian food-laws, based on the ancient oriental reverence for life. The apostles and 
elders (including Paul!) intended to retain the latter while releasing gentiles from the 
former, and to supplement it by the requirement commonly imposed upon proselytes 
of avoiding elSu\60vTa. 

The strength of the discussion lies in the exegesis of Acts, admirably sustained 
by an immense accumulation of patristic authority. Its weakness lies in the treat- 
ment of the historico-critical question of the relation of Paul to this "apostolic" solu- 
tion of the question of a modus vivendi between Jewish and gentile converts. Six 
holds, e.g. (p 74), that the exception made from gentile freedom from the law by 
the stipulations of James in Acts, chap. 15, was of so slight consequence that Paul 
in Gal. 2:1-10 could ignore it. The "freedom in Christ" of Gal. 2:4 refers only to 
"die Freiheit von den eigentlich strengen Gesetzesbestimmungen wie Beschnei- 
dung, etc." 

It is surprising also to see how Six escapes the necessity of discussing the question 
why ropvtla appears among a series of food-laws admittedly framed to avoid "offense" 
taken by Jewish converts (p. 28, excellent exegesis of Acts 15:21). According to Six 
(p. 33), internal unity is not to be expected (!). It seems a pity when so full and 
excellent a discussion is given to the " Food-Laws of the Pseudo-Clementina " (pp. 100- 
18), that there should be not so much as a reference to the passage Clem. Horn. III. 
lxviii, which so directly bears upon this very point. If the object of the decrees is 
to furnish a modus vivendi between Jewish and gentile converts, especially in "eating 
together," the curious combination of forbidden foods with sexual immorality is 
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explained by the (Jewish-Christian) doctrine that "fornication and adultery" differ 
from all other sins in that they "destroy not only the person himself who sins, but 
those also who eat and associate with him" (Clem. Horn. III. lxviii; cf. Hennas Mand. 
IV. i, and I Cor. 5:11). 

Dibeltos, Franz. Das Abendmahl. Eine Untersuchung ilber die Anftinge 
der christlkhen Religion. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1911. 129 pages. M. 4.50. 
"Das Abendmahl ist eine juristische Handlung " (p. 90) is Dibelius' conclusion in 
a nutshell. We should translate not "This is my blood of the covenant," but of the 
"testament. " The study of the words of institution, wherein Dibelius challenges New 
Testament philologians for their right to render StaS-f/KTi by analogy with t"P*Q is 
preceded by discussions of "Paulus und das Urchristenthum" and "Jesus und das 
Urchristenthum," in which the author claims to have established the following propo- 
sitions: (1) The influence of Paul's theology on primitive Christianity was practically 
nil (p. 36); and (2) The Johannine conception of Jesus' sense of his mission, viz., 
that he came to die, intentionally inciting his opponents to murderous conspiracy in 
order that his crucifixion might procure his own glorification and the redemption of 
his followers, is the historical view. That which modern critics have derived from 
the Synoptics is unhistorical. All of which is " important if true. " 

Parmentier, Leon. Theodoret: Kirchengeschichte. Herausgegeben im Auf- 
trage der Kirchenviiier Commission der koniglichen preussischen Akademie 
der Wissenschaften. (Die griechischen christlichen Schrif tsteller der ersten 
drei Jahrhunderten.) Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1911. cviii+427 pages. M. 17. 
With a precision and exhaustiveness impossible for the earlier editors of Theodoret, 
Parmentier has prepared an edition of the Church History quite in keeping with the 
plan and standards of the Prussian Academy 's series of Greek Fathers. He has sought 
out all the available manuscript materials, journeying to the Escorial to collate Scoria- 
lensis, and studying in originals or photographs all the leading manuscripts and nearly 
all the subordinate ones. The best of the textual witnesses are the Bodleian codices 
B and A of the tenth and twelfth centuries respectively, and the excerpts in Cassiodorus 
whose text must have been an ancestor or at least a near relative of B. The Greek 
text of the Church History was published first at Basel in 153s, from a Basel manu- 
script of the thirteenth century. The latest edition of it is that of Gaisford (Oxford, 
1854) who had and used the excellent Bodleian manuscripts. Parmentier further 
cites Latin and Syriac versions of the Church History in his apparatus, but without 
giving any clear account of the latter. He has prepared a valuable introduction, 
describing and grouping the Greek manuscript materials. He discusses also the 
historical documents preserved in the text, the editions and (Latin) versions of the 
Church History, the sources employed by Theodoret, and the characteristics shown in 
the work. The Greek text with a full critical apparatus of readings follows, and 
a series of admirable indices — quotations, proper names, and Greek words — concludes 
the volume. 

While all students will welcome this careful critical edition of Theodoret, it falls 
somewhat without the proposed scope of the series, since neither Theodoret nor the 
period with which he deals belongs to the first three centuries. Theodoret was born 
in Syria toward 393 a,d. and grew up in Antioch. About 423 he became bishop of 
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Cyrus and engaged actively in the conflict with the schismatics. In 440-50 while 
out of favor with the Emperor, and in retirement at a convent near Apamea, he wrote 
his Church History, which covers the period from Constantine to 428 A.D., but is 
in essence a vindication of the orthodox church against the Arians and all other 

schismatics. 



HISTORY OF RELIGIONS 

Avebury, Lord. Marriage, Totemism, and Religion. An Answer to Critics. 

London: Longmans, Green & Co. 243 pages. $1.25. 

This little volume from the pen of Lord Avebury, perhaps better known among 
American readers as Sir John Lubbock, is a reply to criticisms upon his early works, 
namely: The Origin of Civilization, and The Primitive Condition of Man, published 
about forty years ago, and then pioneer writings upon these subjects. Lord Avebury 
has traveled widely among primitive peoples, has read extensively, and is a recognized 
authority. In his early treatise he defined "marriage as the exclusive relation of one 
or more men to one or more women, based on custom, recognized by public opinion, 
and where law exists, by law," and claimed that "no such institution existed among 
our primitive ancestors but that they lived in a state of what for want of a better 
term might be called 'communal marriage,'" and he reviews the investigations since 
the appearance of this book to show that the weight of evidence substantiates his 
position. And it would seem that such customs governing the relations of the sexes 
as Spencer and Gillen found among the Australian tribes get the most probable 
explanation from the supposition that at an earlier period in the tribal life, women 
were the property of the group, and that the relations of the sexes were what has been 
designated as "communal marriage." 

In regard to totemism the writer contends for his early theory, namely: that 
totemism arose "from naming first individuals, and then families after particular 
animals. A family that was named after a bear would come to look on the animal 

first, with interest, then respect, and at length with awe In this way the 

respect of the totem culminates, at length, in awe and leads up to religion." Prac- 
tically the same interpretation was advanced almost simultaneously by Herbert 
Spencer. The facts of totemism are stated clearly, but is the interpretation probable ? 
Is it not more probable that totemism arose as a reminiscence of the significance of 
certain plants or animals as practically the only food of the tribe in some early epoch 
or crisis of its existence before any clear or well-defined sense of personality, and so of 
spirit or of the supernatural had been developed. Under these conditions the animal 
would come to hold a unique position in the consciousness of the tribe, probably 
identified with ancestors and only later as a clear conception of personality is developed 
would the animal be degraded to a symbol and get a metaphorical meaning. 

In the chapter on religion our author still contends " that our early ancestors were 
without any belief that could be called religion." Here again we must distinguish 
between facts and the interpretation of these facts. While in regard to the former, 
Lord Avebury has spoken correctly, it is very improbable that the existing religions 
found among tribes are corruptions of a pure and exalted religion, of a monotheism. 
When a tribe has not attained any clear conception of personality it is hardly to be 
expected that it has formed a clear conception of a deity, of an "eternal, immutable 
God." But again there is the question of interpretation and of definition. Perhaps 
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a conception of a deity as a supreme, supernatural being, and an attitude toward him 
from which all that is magical has been excluded, are not essential differentia of religion. 
Is there the germ of religion in the reverence of the Australian tribes for their ancestors, 
in the affection and spirit of loyalty developed and in the emotions of mystery, awe 
and submission enkindled by their important ceremonials? 

Nilsson, Martin P. Primitive Religion. Tubingen: Mohr, 1911. 124 

pages. M. 1.30. 

This little book would probably have received the unqualified commendation of 
conservative and radical scholarship had the author not unnecessarily laid himself 
open to criticism by confusing religion with the dogmas of theology. Fortunately the 
view that " as soon as a belief or practice [Vorstellung oder Handlung] can be rationally 
explained it ceases to be religious," does not seem to influence the author after the 
introduction. The rest of the book is a clear and concise statement of the conclusions 
which the best scholarship of today has arrived at with reference to the religion of 
primitive peoples. This book, like so many others, owes much to Wundt's Volker- 
psychologie. It is largely because of Wundt's work that scholars are beginning to see 
that religion does not spring from one source but from many, that not all of primitive 
religion is magic, that the origins of sacrifice are as many as its kinds, that not all 
legends and folktales are nature-myths, and that the priesthood is not necessarily 
composed of the rascals of a community. The book is perhaps the best summary of 
the religious beliefs and practices of primitive peoples which has appeared in recent 
years. 

CHURCH HISTORY 

Scholz, Heinrich. Glaube und Unglaube in der Weltgeschichte. Ein Kom- 
mentar zu Augustin's Civitate Dei. Mit ein Exkurs: Fruitio Dei, ein 
Beitrag zur Geschichte der Theologie und der Mystik. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 
1911. viii+244 pages. M. 5. 

This treatment of Augustine's De civitate Dei is highly valuable. The thesis is that 
the subject of the book is the conflict of faith and unbelief. It is not a philosophy of 
history although it contains suggestions for one. The fundamental ideas of the book, 
whether metaphysical, ethical, or dogmatic, are considered and particular attention 
is given to the city of God and the city of this world. The analysis abounds in his- 
torical reference and the indebtedness of Augustine to Ticonius is established. The 
world-drama that results from the opposition of the two realms is traced until the final 
catastrophe of disbelief and the triumph of faith in the transcendent epilogue to this 
world of empiric history. Scholz estimates its worth as that of the valedictory of a 
passing and the prolegomena to a new culture. An appended essay on Fruitio Dei 
traces the history of the conception from the time of Plato through Augustine — with 
special consideration to its meaning in Augustine — until the checking of the advance 
of mysticism by Kant. It is an essay rich in its historical suggestiveness. To use 
Scholz's phrase, "the history of Fruitio Dei .... is a chapter of the history of 
mysticism." 

Thimme, Wilhelm. Augustin, Ein Lebens- und CharakterbUd auf Grund 
seiner Briefe. GSttingen: Vandenhoeck und Ruprecht, 1910. 206 pages. 
M.3. 
Herr Thimme has chosen a pleasing form in which to show or perhaps, better, to 

allow Augustine to show himself as "Friend" (chap, i), "Confessor" (chap, ii), 
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" Bishop " (chap, iii) , " Fighter of Heresy and Heathenism " (chap, iv) , and as " Judge of 
His Own Value" (chap, v); in the concluding chapter, the author draws together the 
varied sides of Augustine thus revealed into a picture of his personality as a whole. 
The delicate task has been skilfully done, and one, on reading the book, is left with 
the feeling of having participated intimately in the activities of a man of warm feel- 
ings, of great mental abilities, of one exerting great influence on his environment. Of 
this environment and of the church's reaction on it as typified by the work of Augus- 
tine, one also gets an interesting view. Typical, too, his activity is, one feels, of any 
great church officer, not only of that day and generation but to a certain extent of 
many previous and many successive generations. Thus this little book throws much 
light on a man, on an age, and on an institution, and can be said abundantly to 
justify itself. 

Gromer, Georg. Die Laienbeichte im Mittelalter. Ein Betirag zu Hirer 
Geschichte. (Verbffentlichungen aus dem kirchenhistorischen Seminar 
Miinchen, III Reihe No. 7.) Mtinchen: Lentner, 1909. 95 pages. 
M. 2.40. 

In this compact study the author confines himself to lay-confession in the strictest 
sense to the exclusion of that of the heads of monasteries; he treats especially of the 
custom during the later Middle Ages, which he signalizes as the period in which it 
reached the greatest development both theoretically (Albertus Magnus, Thomas 
Aquinas) and in practice, but gives an outline of its whole history. On the question 
of origin he takes issue with Lea by denying the existence of the lay-confession in primi- 
tive Christianity. In Gromer's opinion lay-confession arose much later, and after 
the whole institution of confession had become well defined. Its point of departure 
was the increasing emphasis from the eleventh century on laid on the salutary effect 
of the act of confession — in the effort involved and in the consequent shame of reveal- 
ing one's fault to another was thought to lie proof of penitence and punishment for 
the misdeed. This emphasis on the virtue of the act of confession taken in conjunction 
with the difficulty of securing the presence of a priest (battlefields, shipwrecks, isola- 
tion, hardship or travel) led to an extended development of lay-confession in which 
practice preceded and outlasted theory. The decline of the theory is associated with 
the Franciscan schoolmen, Hales, Bonaventura, and Duns Scotus, the last of whom 
denies all efficacy to confession when made to a layman. During the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries this theory gained wider and wider acceptance; in the sixteenth 
century lay-confession fell more and more into disfavor as a reaction from Luther's 
teaching of a universal priesthood. By the end of the seventeenth century the theory 
was universally rejected and the practice was gradually disappearing. 

Mirbt, Carl. Quetten zur Geschichte des Papsttums ami des Romischen 

Katholizismus. Dritte verbesserte und vermehrte Auflage. Tubingen: 

Mohr (Paul Siebeck), 1911. xxiv+514 pages. M. 8. 

The third edition of Mirbt's indispensable source-book incloses between its covers 

considerably more material than did the second edition of 1001, though the difference 

in this regard is not as great as that between the second edition and the first of 1895. 

The second edition contained so many insertions and additions as to constitute itself 

almost a new book, and one nearly, if not quite, double the size of the first. In the 

present case no such extensive additions are to be noticed, though they are by no means 

few, totaling in the period covered by the second edition in the neighborhood of 
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seventy-five; an occasional document formerly included has been dropped. The 
decade that has elapsed since the appearance of the second edition has been one that 
has seen events of unusual importance for the history of the Roman Catholic church. 
As a consequence, the new documents illustrating this period are numerous (28) and 
interesting, dealing as they do with the separation of church and state in France, the 
canonization of Jeanne d'Arc, the Borromaeus affair, and the Modernist movement. 
The last document falls in the year 191 1 and is concerned with the Catholic theology 
faculties and the anti-Modernist oath. In getting out this edition Professor Stephan 
and Oberlehrer Klee figured as assistants to Professor Mirbt, who refers also to the 
especial importance of the assistance rendered him by Professor Julicher. The work 
stands, then, in a measure, as a collaborative product of these four members of the 
Theological Faculty at Marburg. 

Slattery, Charles Lewis. Alexander Viets Griswold Allen. New York: 

Ldngmans, Green & Co., 1011. 281 pages. $2.00. 

Professor Allen's services to religion and the progress of thought are quite suffi- 
cient to warrant the publication of this volume. The list of his writings contains 
seven books and twenty-eight articles in journals such as the Princeton Review, the 
American Journal of Theology, and such great weeklies as The Independent and The 
Outlook. Among his books the Continuity of Christian Thought has been very widely 
read, and had a large influence. His Christian Institutions, and Life and Letters of 
Phillips Brooks are likely to hold their own for a long time. Mr. Slattery has very 
well told the story of Dr. Allen's early life and education, and struggles, and triumphs. 
Already as a student at Kenyon College in Ohio he showed that independence of 
thought that characterized him through his earlier and middle life, and that caused his 
father and friends much anxiety lest he drift away from his moorings. As he advanced 
in years he became more cautious, and stood in the main upon the fundamentals of 
the Christian faith. 

Will, Allen S. Life of James Cardinal Gibbons. New York and Baltimore: 
John Murphy Co., 1911. 414 pages. $2.00. 

Cardinal Gibbons is a native of Baltimore, and Baltimore has been the scene 
of most of his busy life. He has been a commanding figure in the Catholic church 
not only in Baltimore but in the United States. His ascent from priest to Cardinal 
was rapid, yet not more so than his native abilities and growing efficiency in the ser- 
vice of his church deserved. His popular gifts and his superior literary style have 
made him a favorite among all classes of people in public and private life. The student 
of American Christianity in general will find many sidelights scattered all through this 
volume. Among other interesting chapters the one on Americanism: the Cahensley 
question should be mentioned. 

DOCTRINAL 

Johnson, Francis Howe. God in Evolution. A Pragmatic Study of The- 
ology. New York and London: Longmans, Green & Co., 1911. vi+ 
3 54 pages. $ 1 . 60 net. 

The author of this interesting and suggestive book prefaces his main undertaking 
with a clear analysis of the difficulties under which Protestant theology must labor 
so long as it attempts to insist on both authority and freedom at the same time. He 
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sees that the formulation of modern theological doctrine is usually hesitatingly and 
half-heartedly carried on. He proposes to examine the realm of religious belief under 
the guidance of the inductive method and with full recognition of the principles of 
evolution. At the outset, however, he engages in certain daring prophecies as to the 
outcome of evolution which indicate that his conclusions lie in his mind before he 
displays the inductive analysis which is supposed to lead up to theological conclusions. 
The critical reader will, therefore, immediately recognize that he has before him an 
apologetic, however skilfully this attitude may be concealed behind the apparatus of 
induction. 

The book thus does not make any large contribution to a scientific theology. 
But it does show how one who is entirely hospitable to the ideals of modern science 
may feel that he has scientific justification for the fundamental tenets of Christianity. 
The process of evolution points always to a better future. All partial and imperfect 
ideals are destined to be superseded. The supreme ideal points to a benevolent 
intelligence in control of the evolutionary process. On the other hand, man is led 
ever to more complex and more spiritual activities. Thus the meaning of life can be 
expressed in the New Testament text, "Work out your own salvation, for it is God 
which worketh in you." To work out this salvation means to follow Christ's law of 
love. 

These religious ideals are enforced by appeal to experience with a generous allow- 
ance of metaphysical prejudice in favor of certain definitely spiritual interpretations 
of biological and social evolution. The outcome is a comforting assurance that a 
genuinely Christian religious attitude is possible for one who is in sympathy with 
modern science, provided one brings to his inductive study certain theological presup- 
positions. The analysis in the book is, however, not sufficiently exhaustive to war- 
rant too confident an expectation that a thoroughgoing use of induction would 
necessarily involve the conclusions reached by that author. His study is thus "prag- 
matic" in the popular sense of the term; but it can scarcely be regarded as a critical 
exposition of pragmatism in its theological bearings. 

Taylor, R. O. P. The Athanasian Creed in the Twentieth Century. Edin- 
burgh: Clark; New York: Scribner, 1011. viii-t-170 pages. $1.50. 

Taylor writing on the Athanasian creed seeks to show that it is not "a relic of the 
past but an instrument of thought in the present." His argument rests on an inferred 
coincidence of the thought of the Athanasian creed with that of modern science. If 
then the creed can be charged with a fuller meaning, it is not to be cast aside. Nowhere 
else, he thinks, is to be found such a terse, clear statement of the faith of the church. 
The argument particularly in its detailed statements, will provoke criticism. Reason- 
ing from the premise that all things are possible to God, admits of any conclusion. 
Nor are the limitations of the argument from analogy always observed. Specific 
statements will be questioned as that "science is slowly bringing into sight facts 
which he [Jesus] knew perfectly." A pragmatic note is sounded at the close of the 
argument in an effort to establish the worth of the creed. The book is interesting 
but not convincing. 



